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Michelangelo’s Pitti tondo and Taddei tondo,
carved in Florence around 1504, flout
conventions of finish and polish in Renaissance
marble sculpting. This paper considers the reliefs
as discrete artifacts in the long and
heterogeneous history of Michelangelo’s
unfinished (non finito) sculpture and argues that
they mark the repercussions of Michelangelo’s
encounter with Leonardo—particularly his
transformative use preparatory drawings. The
latter included the first public exhibition of a
cartoon, an event that challenged the
expectation that ends are the proper object of
aesthetic attention. It is in dialogue with such
graphic media that the ingenuity of
Michelangelo’s tondi and their lack of finish,
comes fully into view as a purposeful endeavor.
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